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1 general public, despite that that were to be 

2 addressed, there is still need for additional 

3 parking. And for that reason, I was wanting to 

4 address this concern. And if it is anyone's 

5 intention that we shouldn't add any more parking, 

6 then that is fine. However, I don't think that that 

7 is what the general public is saying. Jo Anne, go 

8 ahead. 

9 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: I would like to hear from Mr. Buck 

10 again, because I think that he - he did make 

11 statements, you know, saying that they might be 

12 willing to look at a little bit more parking or 

13 maybe some reconfiguration of the parking. I 

14 believe we did have discussion about the 

15 commercialization, and I as Chair of that Committee 

16 am happy to address that if the members of the 

17 public wish to deal with that. But I would like to 

18 hear from Mr. Buck, because I think that there's 

19 some things that he may be able to add to the 

20 discussion that would help us kind of see where the 

21 Parks Department wants to go on that. So if other 

22 members would not object, since he's here as a 

23 resource person, I'd like to at least hear his 

24 comments. 

25 CHAIR NISHIKI: Okay. At this point we'll take a short 
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1 recess till 11:15. Thank you. (Gavel) . 

2 RECESS: 11:03 a.m. 

3 RECONVENE: 11:27 a.m. 

4 CHAIR NISHIKI: (Gavel) Meeting please reconvene. We've 

5 got here the representative from Parks, Mr. Buck. 

6 If you want to give the Committee an idea of the 

7 situation at Makena Landing, Parks Department, 

8 addressing commercial use, the existing parking, and 

9 what the Parks has in regards to plans and then the 

10 existing language that we've got here today. 

11 Identify yourself. Thank you. 

12 MR. BUCK: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. John Buck, Deputy 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Director for the Department of Parks and Recreation. 

Two issues in regards to the parking at Makena 

Landing. I think the first one - and it's probably 

in regards to all the parking down at the Makena 

area, is regards to commercial activities. If 

that's a major concern that the commercial 

activities are taking up all the stalls and they 

feel that's not appropriate, then I would recommend 

that it becomes another -- discuss it at another 

venue as far as maybe re-addressing the ordinance in 

regards to commercial ocean recreation activities. 

But also that might relate to other 

commercial activities that mayor may not take place 
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in our various parks that we do currently issue 

permits fort not so much for Makena but in our other 

parks. So if commercial activities is a concern[ 

then I would recommend that that be brought up -- be 

brought up in the Parks and Agriculture Committee 

and then -- to address that again. 

In regards to parking itself at Makena 

Landing [ the position of the Department [ we do not 

want to see additional parking at Makena Landing. 

Several reasons for that. They're existing about 

approximately 22 stalls. The area that the parking 

lot consists of is about two to three times of 

that -- of the beach. So you have a fairly large 

parking area for a very small beach. We feel that 

to create additional parking in that area it would 

bring -- just impact the existing area. It would 

have a tremendous impact on the area. 

Some of the problems that we are having at 

Makena Landing is -- and the public hearing down in 

Kihei was talking about protecting the 'aina, and 

one of the problems that we've been having is the 

people who do come down and use the park a lot of 

times are not protecting the 'aina[ such as jumping 

the curb and parking in the park - what's left of 

the park[ camping overnight, even though there's no 
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1 camping signs, having open fires, even though there 

2 are signs that says no open fires. So it is being 

3 used, but it's also being abused. And I hate to see 

4 that continuing and having more of an impact by 

5 increasing the parking lot. So the position of the 

6 Parks Department is no additional parking at Makena 

7 Landing. 

8 CHAIR NISHIKI: Questions? Jo Anne. 

9 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: John, with regard to the use of 

10 the area, who are the primary users? Is it used 

11 exclusively for commercial or is there -- do you 

12 have any idea what the mix of use is for that area? 

13 MR. BUCK: I would say depends on the time of day, the 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

time of the year. Now that there's kind of a lot of 

controversy down at -- down La Perouse area, 

basically the commercial activities have taken 

taken over the usage of the park. But prior to that 

you would get a lot of the local families or what 

I mean by local families, I'm talking about 

residents but from other areas coming down and using 

it for picnicking or using the water. Because 

the -- that's a pretty protected cove, so they like 

to take the little keikis down there and have them 

swim -- you know, swimming in the beach area, which 

is almost nonexistent right now because of the abuse 
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1 and the runoff. 

2 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Is this one of the areas that 

3 through our environmental assessment or through our 

4 proposed environmental assessment that we're 

5 actually looking at doing a study to see what 

6 capacity that would be able to handle? 

7 MR. BUCK: That's correct, that and the rest of our parks 

8 that are on the coastline that we're looking at for 

9 commercial activities, either continuing commercial 

10 activities in the parks or continuing the bans. 

11 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Do you have any idea how many 

12 current permittees that have ocean rec permits are 

13 utilizing that area? 

14 MR. BUCK: It's really hard to say, because the way the 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

permitting process is right now is that when 

somebody comes in and gets a permit, they'll put 

multi parks. I mean, it's $250 and you can list, 

you know, 25 parks. So I guess it depends on the 

conditions and -- the weather conditions and the 

time of the year and if the tourists are in or 

tourists are not in. So it's really hard to say, 

because they're not really - as the new ordinance, 

where they be park specific by activity, it's just 

kind of an open book right now so it's really hard 

to monitor. 
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1 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Okay. The other thing that you 
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said kind of disturbs me, because it was my 

understanding that the people that are doing 

business or were doing business out at La Perouse, 

that they were more or less using the State permit 

process and not necessarily were licensed or were --

not licensed, but I guess permitted by the County. 

Is -- are those applicants or are those people 

making applications, then, to come and use this 

area, or are these people that just held both 

permits, both State and County permits? 

MR. BUCK: I would have to follow up as far as if they're 

required to have a State permit. I think they need 

to go something through DLNR. But as far as rules 

and regs like they have on the Kaanapali side, they 

do not exist, and I think the State's finalizing 

some rules. From our follow-up checking on -- we 

have -- do have our staff and Officer Noneza going 

down there and checking the permit use. So far 

everyone has been permitted except one individual, 

and he just happened to be -- it was a catamaran 

down there from the hotel and he had -- a couple 

times he brought the catamaran in in the Makena 

Landing just to discharge passengers because of the 

fact I guess the bay was too - too rough. So he's 
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1 in the process of getting a permit now. We told him 

2 he cannot use the landing until he has a permit. 

3 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Okay. Thank you, John. 

4 CHAIR NISHIKI: Michael. 

5 COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Yeah, thank you, Chairman. 

6 Mr. Buck l the current existing parking there is full 

7 to capacity when? I would guess l what I weekends I 

8 any other time? 

9 MR. BUCK: I think a lot of it has to do with the 

10 conditions l yeahl but the weekends would be the --

11 like any other beach parkl it would be used heavily. 

12 COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: With the mix of the business 

13 people l are you seeing conflicts already getting -

14 MR. BUCK: I think a lot of the people have basically kind 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 
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of stayed away because of the commercial activities. 

Because the beach really from the -- all the 

activities been going on there with the -- the kayak 

trailers l the boats l everything else that's going on 

there l when they pull the equipment out of the water 

it actually is washing away the sandI and so it's 

really rutted now l and so the beach is almost 

nonexistent. But in the past before the commercial 

activities went into effect about -- in '95 or '96 1 

they used to have a real nice beach and where 

they -- like I said before l the kids would -- it 
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1 would be an excellent place to take your kids. 

2 The park - I think even if we did the 

3 renovations to the park that we were -- been asking 

4 and we're working with Makena Resort, for the 

5 activity so you can have your family go down there 

6 and have a little picnic and stuff, we feel that the 

7 parking right now is adequate. We basically feel 

8 that if you make it twice the size, you're going to 

9 have twice the impact, and the park right now is 

10 being impacted as it is now. 

11 COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: So an additional 20 spaces would 

12 just contribute to heavy impact on a limited amount 

13 of space. 

14 MR. BUCK: That's correct, yeah. 

15 COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Okay, and maybe create some 

16 tension - additional tension, I guess, in the area 

17 between non-business -- well, recreational users 

18 versus the 

19 MR. BUCK: Yeah, correct. And then like I said -- said 

20 before, I mean, if the intent is to free up the 

21 parking, then I'm in favor of seeing that ordinance 

22 changed r but that means that we have to go back out 

23 to public hearing to do that, and you may probably 

24 get some opposition on that. 

25 COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Thank you. 
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1 COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Chairman. 

2 CHAIR NISHIKI: Danny. 

3 COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Thank you, Chairman. So, Mr. Buck, 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 
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13 

14 

15 

16 
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23 
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25 

in addition to the existing 22 stalls right now, how 

does the on-street parking provide an impact or does 

it create an impact in this specific area as well? 

MR. BUCK: You do have on street parking. It's not a 

it's a road, but it doesn't have like curb and 

sidewalk, but there are -- there is parking, but 

again, with the commercial activity taking place, a 

lot of the trailers are parked along the side, the 

vehicles with trailers. And there's been several 

instances where they've actually had buses down 

there. 

And we should realize too, we don't want to 

really impact that park, because that is a 

historical site. You know, that's the old Makena 

Landing where they used to bring the cattle over 

from Kahoolawe. So that's one of the reasons why we 

wanted to beautify that and maybe do an interpretive 

sign of the significance of that site, which I think 

there is one over there already. We should just 

beautify that so people will understand the history 

behind that area. So that's why we really don't 

want to increase the parking because of the impact, 
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1 but we also want to beautify it so people can enjoy 

2 it and understand that it's -- the historics and 

3 significance of that area. 

4 COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Thank you t Mr. Buck. Thank you t 

5 Mr. Chair. 

6 CHAIR NISHIKI: Questions? Riki. 

7 VICE CHAIR HOKAMA: My question -- let me get some -- give 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

you some background t Chairman. Maybe we need to 

approach it from the ocean side. And I share this 

because when we had our concerns for Hulopoe BaYt 

Manele Bay on Lanai regarding commercial and even 

irresponsible recreational users t what we did was we 

petitioned the State t which I helped draft a 

resolution t and we created a marine conservation 

district. So from the water side t you restrict the 

activities. And you can go from Pu'u Ola'i t all the 

way to that big Papat past Makena Landing and have 

those waters within that boundary as part of a 

marine conservation district that would not allow 

any commercial activities. 

So if you ban the use of the water t you can 

help control the land use on the land side and 

eliminate the need of commercial parking t because 

you're not going to allow any commercial activity in 

the water is another way to approach it. And so 
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1 since the members are being asked to work with the 

2 Planning Department and help develop this Makena 

3 State plan, then you could add another point, which 

4 would be to investigate whether or not that would 

5 be -- another appropriate approach is to have DLNR, 

6 since you're working with DLNR, Mr. Foley, consider 

7 the creation of a marine conservation district in 

8 that area. And you can take the points that 

9 Mr. Buck just shared regarding historic preservation 

10 of the landing and the deterioration of the 

11 shoreline and the lack of beach sand and a few other 

12 points, but would that be a possibility, Mr. Foley? 

13 MR. FOLEY: Mr. Chairman, yes, I think we would definitely 

14 talk about the marine conservation district with 

15 DLNR. 

16 VICE CHAIR HOKAMA: And I think you can also include a 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

public access recreational language in there also. 

Because we've adjusted for our local needs for throw 

netting and what not, shoreline fishing and 

traditional access, within our marine conservation 

district, but we basically disallow anything that is 

not self propelled to allow the -- to be allowed to 

enter the bay. So even Hokulia, because they have 

an emergency back-up engine, is not allowed into 

Hulopoe Bay. And so, you know, I can be happy to 
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1 let you look at what we've done on Lanai. Instead 

2 of re-inventing the program, pick and choose what 

3 might work for the Makena region, Chairman. 

4 CHAIR NISHIKI: Any other questions? Jo Anne. 

5 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: My question, John, is that in 

6 regard to your original I guess drafting of the 

7 recommendation for this condition, you were very 

8 specific about Makena Landing. The way that the 

9 condition is drafted right now it's a little bit 

10 more general, but in neither one of them do we have 

11 like a time line. Is there any suggestion on your 

12 part for some kind of a time line as to, you know, 

13 maybe even just specifying that the Makena Landing 

14 project be completed and then other projects be 

15 undertaken? I just want to hear your comments. 

16 MR. BUCK: We have been talking to Makena Resort in 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

regards to Makena Landing, the beautification, and 

that is from -- not only from the Makena Resort, but 

I've had several meeting with the Makena Homeowners 

Association in regards to beautifying that area and 

re-establishing that as a park that everybody can 

enjoy and to -- you know, to preserve the history 

and the significance of the landing. 

We've been talking for a while, and it's just 

a matter of, you know, coming up with a plan and 
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what we want to do and then actually constructing 

the materials and the work that's going to be done. 

I would like to see -- you know, start for the 

benefit of the residents of the entire Maui County 

who will be using the park now and the people in the 

area, but the people who come from the other parts 

of the island as soon as possible. You know, if we 

can start within the year, that would be nice. 

As far as the other parks, there will be 

there will be there probably is a need to do some 

work on -- maybe on the facilities themselves, but 

that would be something maybe we would have to sit 

down with Makena Resort and figure out and do an 

inventory of what needs to be fixed as far as the 

renovation and beautification project. 

One of the conditions that -- in regards to 

that master plan, I think when we were discussing 

the master plan for the three beaches, Makena, the 

Big Beach, Little Beach, and Black Sand Beach, we 

were looking at a master plan not only to identify 

the parking but maybe what are the other amenities 

that the public would like to see inside those 

parks, if it would be rest rooms, parking, picnic 

tables, and then identify that and be one of the 

in the Makena Resort would be -- help with the 
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1 renovations or the implementation of that master 

2 plan, working with the DLNR. 

3 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Do you think it would be realistic 

4 to add in, though, you know, with specific wording 

5 about Makena Landing perhaps a time line on which 

6 that would commence let's say before looking at 

7 other beach parks in the area? And I'm not sure we 

8 should specify which ones those are, but do you 

9 think it would be helpful to have a time line 

10 similar to the time line that we have in the 

11 previous condition? 

12 MR. BUCK: I would like -- if we were going to do any 

13 renovation, I would like to see Makena Landing done 

14 first and then -- and if it can be done, just start 

15 within a year, that would be great. I don't know 

16 what the limitations are as far as if we have to do 

17 any permitting processes or anything else. If we 

18 did, be glad to do some of that work, but I would 

19 concentrate on Makena Landing first and then proceed 

20 from there. 

21 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Okay. Hearing that, Mr. Chair, it 

22 

23 

24 

25 

might be helpful if we could have language that 

reflected that priority of Makena Landing being 

first with some kind of a time line. Because if we 

leave it open ended, once again, we're not -- you 
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1 know, it's just a statement, then, and at least put 

2 some kind of tie to either phasing in when they do 

3 come in for SMAs or at least commence Makena Landing 

4 now, with the other park amenities and renovations 

5 undertaken at the time that SMAs are proposed. That 

6 would be my recommendation. 

7 CHAIR NISHIKI: Okay. 

8 MR. BUCK: Mr. Chair, I have a question. 

9 CHAIR NISHIKI: Go ahead. 

10 MR. BUCK: This is a question that our Director was 

11 asking. These conditions that we're putting on 

12 rezoning, is this going to be part of the park 

13 dedication fulfillment or is this going to be above 

14 and beyond the park dedication? Because, you know, 

15 normally when a developer or a subdivision comes in 

16 during the SMA process they have to get approval 

17 from the Parks Department by meeting their park 

18 dedication assessment. So that's kind of the 

19 question that the Department has, is this going to 

20 be above and beyond what is going to be required at 

21 the SMA process or this is going to be part of the 

22 SMA process to fill that portion of the requirement? 

23 CHAIR NISHIKI: We've not had that discussion yet. Any 

24 

25 

other questions? 

Mr. Buck, what is the size of the existing 
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1 park? And I don't know if you ever had a carrying 

2 capacity done in that area, but curiosity and --

3 VICE CHAIR HOKAMA: Which park, Chairman? Which park, 

4 Chairman? 

5 CHAIR NISHIKI: Makena Landing. 

6 MR. BUCK: I think it's a little over an acre, if that, 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

but a lot of it's not usable land as far as you have 

a rock wall and some historical sites on it. I 

might be guessing, but it's not really that big. 

It's kind of linear. It looks -- it looks -- it 

looks kind of large but it's pretty linear. 

CHAIR NISHIKI: Right. I only I only bring it up 

because members can look at where the Prince Hotel 

is, and if you look at the left is where the 

Keawalai Church is, that small pink area. Where the 

yellow areas are going, again, north is where the 

park -- rather the landing is. And I can tell you 

right now that when that area is developed, that's 

the impact that's going to be placed on the landing, 

those people living in that area. 

And why I always talk about parking and I got 

to constantly repeat it is once an area is 

developed, the parking that we now have may be all 

that is going to be there. And then I'm going to 

say for future users, those that are fortunate 
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enough to live in those high-priced estates again 

will get -- gain a benefit by this park that we've 

gotten. Okay. And it's kind of sad, because I see 

this time and time again. We develop our parks 

beach parks -- at Kamaole, thank God we had some 

foresight to create parking in that area so 

therefore area residents can get and use that area. 

But similarly you've got 22 stalls and we've 

got an acre of park, which Mr. Buck said that that's 

the area that the park is. But I also plead with 

you people to understand that access to this whole 

ocean area, without parking, no one will be able to 

use it. Whether you may be a diver, as Riki was 

talking about, in creating a -- you know, whatever 

they call it, a reserve or whatever, conservation 

area. Again, I appeal to all of you, that without 

parking, you can create all these beautiful 

conservation areas, and I agree with it, but again, 

nobody's going to get to it. The people that may 

walk from Keawalai Church along the roadway, but we 

were providing 40 some odd stalls, that is it. Now 

we provided also a bathroom facility and shower 

there. Again, without parking, people that you wish 

in the future to use it, I question that they'll be 

able to use it. 
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Another concern that I have is this 

because I used to take my kids down there, and I 

tell you something, you got the kids playing in that 

little bay there and learning how to swim and surf 

or whatever, and then you got a kayak coming in 

there, and the kids all go to go -- the mamas and 

daddies go to go, move out of the way, Keoki, move 

out of the way Kaikai, because these boats are 

coming into that same bay because commercialism is 

allowed. 

And that's my concern also. You know, after 

incidents like this, is it really for our residents 

or is it only for those that pay to take a kayak out 

or whatever? I mean, I mean those are real life 

questions that you got to answer for yourself, and 

that's the reason why time and time again in this 

area, unless we, prior to all the zoning that is 

going to occur or has occurred already, create some 

parking in there, it will be completely lost again 

and only those area residents are going to have 

access to it. Only those area residents are going 

to be able to use the shower and the bathroom 

facilities provided there. 

So search your hearts. Search your, I don't 

know, whatever makes you tick, and I am concerned 
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that, you know, that's the real life situation no 

matter how you look at it. And as decision makers, 

again, the community is watching and looking and 

asking you to help out. Those that can afford to 

buy those million dollar areas there, they got it 

made. They walk down. But those of us that don't, 

that may have affordable housing outside the project 

district and we want to access these ocean areas, 

those are the ones, to me, you're obligated to take 

care of so that they have the ability to access 

those areas. That's the bottom line. 

Oceans and sandy beaches and landings you 

can't create. Wherever they are physically, that's 

where the beach is and that's where the users 

normally go. So -- and I don't know, I guess as 

growing up and being part of Save Our Surf, I 

remember that whole movement by John Kelly was 

and we always used the word beach parks, ocean 

sites -- or ocean sites, beaches are public parks, 

yeah. Those are the ones we got to try to make sure 

that future generations have access to. And if 

there's any small thing that I remember, I remember 

that. And you know what, from way back when, 30 

years ago, it still makes sense, you know. And why 

that was the underlying movement, I can see why now. 
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1 Look at this. We're talking about it right now with 

2 more urban growth occurring around these areas. 

3 So that's what I just want to leave with you. 

4 It's 12:00 o'clock. The next date that we're going 

5 to have -- and thank you, Mr. Hokama - is the 25th, 

6 this Thursday, following the Budget meeting. Now, 

7 here's some considerations, and I hope that you'll 

8 get back to me. It was suggested that because the 

9 meeting ends at 4:30 you may want to get an early 

10 dinner and then after dinner we can just plow 

11 through. If that is acceptable, then I say that we 

12 reconvene right around 6:00. 4:30 to 6:00 you take 

13 a dinner break. Is that acceptable? 

14 COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: No objections. 

15 VICE CHAIR HOKAMA: Chairman. 

16 CHAIR NISHIKI: Mr. Hokama. 

17 VICE CHAIR HOKAMA: I prefer not. For those of us that 

18 eat out, the restaurants aren't open till minimum 

19 5:00, 5:30 that serve dinner, most of the 

20 restaurants in Wailuku section. 

21 CHAIR NISHIKI: I don't understand. 

22 VICE CHAIR HOKAMA: I'd rather work and then take a dinner 

23 break at 6:00, 6:30 than have my dinner at 4:30. 

24 CHAIR NISHIKI: Okay. Okay, so we'll reconvene at 4:30 

25 and take a dinner break after that. Okay, no 
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1 objections, meeting's in recess till March 25th, 

2 4:30 p.m., Council chambers. Meeting in recess. 

3 Thank you. (Gavel) . 

4 RECESS: 11: 58 a.m. 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

RALPH ROSENBERG COURT REPORTERS, INC. 
(808) 524-2090 

65 



PLU 3/23/04 66 

1 C E R T I F I CAT E 

2 STATE OF HAWAII 

3 SS. 

4 CITY AND COUNTY OF MAUl 

5 

6 I, Jessica R. Perry, Certified Shorthand Reporter 

7 for the State of Hawaii, hereby certify that the 

8 proceedings were taken down by me in machine shorthand and 

9 was thereafter reduced to typewritten form under my 

10 supervision; that the foregoing represents to the best of 

11 my ability, a true and correct transcript of the 

12 proceedings had in the foregoing matter. 

13 I further certify that I am not attorney for any of 

14 the parties hereto, nor in any way concerned with the 

15 cause. 

16 DATED this 21st day of April, 2004, in Honolulu, 

17 Hawaii. 
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